Building Connections

“Once you learn to read you cannot unlearn it.
Once you learn to read Soil Health, your eyes open
to what we really need to focus on.”

Ray Covino, Natural Resources Conservation Service, CT
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Building
Connections

Giving Advice, Finding
Solutions, and Building
Connections for Healthier
Soil, Healthier Crops and
Livestock, and Healthier
People.

The South Dakota
Conservation Mentor Network
was organized because
people saw a need for the
sharing of real on-farm/ranch
experiences with application
of science-based conservation
practices and systems. South
Dakota has a unique climate
with a variety of ecosystems
that encompass more than 650
different soil types, fluctuating
precipitation, and geography
as well as land uses. It can be

challenging to successfully
manage that landscape for
healthy and productive natural
resources with a positive
bottom line.

When land owners or
operators have a Resource
Concern* or want to enhance
their operation, they can get
free one-on-one, personalized
advice from the Natural
Resources Conservation
Service on the best solutions
to meet the unique
conservation and business
goals of those who grow our
nation’s food and fiber.

Many factors can influence
the long-term success of
applying conservation in the
landscape. With that in mind,
no one knows better than the
ag producers themselves of
how to make things work. The

South Dakota Mentor Network
is a partnership effort of
several entities to help connect
ag producers who could

help each other save time

and money by sharing their
experiences. Mentor-mentee
roles are a relationship where
people share knowledge,
advice and resources, and
provide a stable supportive
relationship. Mentors will help
guide producers through their
specific topics.

This free service, the Mentor
Network, is available to
anyone by contacting your
local Natural Resources
Conservation Service,
Conservation District, the
South Dakota Grassland
Coalition (SDGC) or the South
Dakota Soil Health Coalition
(SDSHCQ).

*A Resource Concern is where a problem is identified with the soil, water, air, plants, or animal resources. Examples of a
Resource Concern could be water erosion, wind erosion, degraded plant communities, or around 45 other resource concerns.
Talk with your local conservation district or NRCS to learn more or get help from a subject matter expert.

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

Service Center Office Locater:
http://offices.usda.gov

NRCS State Office

200 Fourth Street SW; Room 203
Huron, SD 57350
www.sd.nrcs.usda.gov

Office: (605) 352-1200

Attn: Colette Kessler

Cell: (605) 220-1765
colette.kessler@usda.gov

South Dakota Soil Health
Coalition (SDSHC)

116 North Euclid Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501
www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org
Attn: Cindy Zenk

Contact: 605-280-4190

cindy.soilhealth@sdconservation.net

South Dakota Grassland Coalition (SDGC)

221 N. Main, Box 401
Presho, SD 57568
www.sdgrass.org

Attn: Judge Jessop
Contact: 605-280-0127 |
judge.jessop@sdconservation.net

South Dakota Conservation Districts
www.sdconservation.org

Attn: Angela Ehlers
contact: 605-895-4099
sdoffice@sdconservation.net

South Dakota No-Till Association
20272 300th Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Contact: 605-222-6238
www.sdnotill.com




Road Map to Healthier Soil

So, you want to make some
changes? How do you get started?

Getting Started

As you identify problems and
opportunities, and determine
your objectives with your
operation, the NRCS planner will
help you get started with the
conservation planning process
so that it includes your needs
and values, the resource uses,
and on-site and off-site
ecological protection.

First, inventory your resources to
further define problems

and opportunities, develop
alternatives, and a plan.
Together with you, the planner
will study the resource data and
existing conditions for all the
identified natural resources,
including limitations and
potentials for the desired use.

There are hundreds of
conservation practices and tools
that improve the health of soil
including:

« Crop Rotations

« Crop Diversity

« Cover Crops

« Grazing of Cover Crops

« No-Till Cropping Systems

+ Nutrient Management

» Pest Management

« Equipment Selection and
Modification

- Livestock Management

« Nutritional Benefits

« Management for Native
Grasses

« Options for Permanent or
Temporary Fencing

« Watering Options for Livestock
« Improving Soil Biology

« And, more.

Alternatives within your plan will
be developed and evaluated that
are formulated to achieve your
objectives, solve identified
concerns, and take advantage of
opportunities to improve or
protect resource conditions.
Then, comes decision making,
implementing the plan, and
adjusting as needed to solve the
resource concerns and enhance
natural resources.

Mentors: Real People,

Real Experiences

What kind of time-line would
you like to be on? What level of
“diversity” can you handle in your
operation? What is your labor
pool? This planning process is
where the Building Connections
Mentor Network will be handy.
As your conservation plan moves
you along your journey toward
healthier resources, the Mentors
will be a valuable resource
because their “been there, done
that” experiences could save you
time and money.

As SDSU Researcher Dwayne
Beck at Dakota Lakes Research
Farm says, “There

is no secret recipe. | can tell you
what practices to do, but you
have to figure out how to do it
with your own operation.” The
partners of this publication and
collaborative effort hope the
Building Connections Mentor
Network’s value lies in
connecting you to others who
can help figure out how to more
efficiently adapt practices to
your geographic area and
business.




Building

Connections

South Dakota Earth Team
Volunteers, Volunteer Voices for Soil
Health, and Mentors

The USDA’s Earth Team has been
the perfect venue for organizing a
network of people who care
about soil. The “South Dakota
Earth Team Voices for Soil Health”
is a grass roots group of volunteer
members consisting of farmers,
ranchers, gardeners, and others
that see the importance of having
healthy soil

and helping others to take better
care of their soil. Started in 2013
through the established Earth
Team Program, the “Voices for Soil
Health” group was the idea of
NRCS SD leadership for gathering
the most proactive, forward-
thinking, conservation-minded
people to encourage others to
adopt conservation by telling
their stories.

The South Dakota Earth Team
Volunteer Voice’s and Mentor’s
primary activities are conservation
education, outreach, and
communications. When a

conservation district, the NRCS
or a partner initiates a field day
or workshop, the Voices are a
primary pool of experienced soil
health advocates who volunteer
their time to present soil health
principles and who have
represented soil health

at many state and regional
conferences.

The map below shows the
locations of the Voices for Soil
Health and Mentors listed in this
booklet. On the following
pages, you can locate your
county and cross reference to
the Voices and Mentors in your
area.



5 Principles of Soil Health

Soil Health is the continued capacity of the soil to function as a
balanced living ecosystem that sustains plants, animals and
humans.

1. Soil Cover: Keep plant residues on the soil surface. Look down,
what percentage of your soil is protected by residue? Erosion needs to be
minimized before you can start building soil health.

2 Limited Disturbance: Minimize tillage as much as possible. You
will start building soil aggregates, pore spaces, soil biology, and organic
matter.

3 Living Roots: Keep plants growing throughout the year to feed
the soil. Cover crops can add carbon to the soil, provide a great food
source for microorganisms. Start small to find the best fit for your
operation.

4 Diversity: diversify as much as possible with 3 or more crops and
cover crops whenever possible. Try to mimic nature - cool and warm
season grasses and broadleaf plants. Three or more crops in rotation
benefits the soil food web, improves infiltration, nutrient aids in weed
suppression.

5 Integrating Livestock: Fall/Winter grazing of cover crops increases
livestock's plane of nutrition at a time when pasture forage quality can
be low, increases the soil biological activity on the cropland, and
improves nutrient cycling. Proper grassland management improves
soil health.

Farm stress—Healthy lifestyle

Farming and ranching can be stressful — adverse weather, disease, regulations, low or volatile commodity
prices, family dynamics, and financial worries are a constant. Stress can build and eventually take a heavy
toll on your outlook.

Farmers and ranchers are unique business owners. Not only are they self-employed, there is often no
separation between home and work. Adversities affect not only your business but your whole lifestyle.
If you find yourself or someone you know beginning to exhibit unusual behavior such as lack of focus/
motivation, uncharacteristic anger, or alcohol abuse, it may be time to evaluate stress levels and the
overall farm/ranch situation. If you feel or see a problem please do not ignore it.

Help Line Resources and Crisis Support
Call 211 for immediate support or contact the Avera Farmer Stress Hotline at 800-691-4336.

Support is also available by texting your zip code to 898211 or by e-mailing help@helplinecenter.org.
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USDA NRCS Field Offices, Conservation Districts and Mentors by South Dakota County

Aurora Brookings
USDA NRCS Field Office/ USDA NRCS Field Office/
Aurora County Conservation Brookings County Conservation
District District 205 6™ St
209 N Main Brookings, SD 57006-1406
Plankinton, SD 57368 605-692-8003 ext 3
605-942-7769 ext 3
605-942-7719 Mentors
Erik Schlimmer
Mentor
Reid Suelflow
Brown
Beadle USDA NRCS Field Office/
s _ _ USDA NRCS Field Office/ South Brown County
We're slowly improving. We Beadle County Conservation Conservation District 524
thiflk if we can leave as much District Enterprise St S Aberdeen,
residue as we can and use 1386 Lincoln Ave SW Huron, SD 57401 605-226-3360

our cattle, we'll continue to SD 57350-3080 ext 3 Brown-Marshall

improve. When I dig to check 605-352-2998 ext 3 Counties Conservation
seed placement in the spring, I District 205 Walnut
find more worms than seed.” Hecla, SD 57446

605-994-2016

Matt Bainbridge UL
Ethan, SD USDA NRCS Field Office/Bennett

County Conservation District/
Badlands Conservation District
706 W Bennett Ave

Martin, SD 57551
605-685-1239 ext 3

Brule

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Brule-Buffalo Counties
Conservation District

200 S Paul Gust RD
Chamberlain, SD 57325-1000

Mentor
BonHomme gECZOFZimer
USDA NRCS Field Office/ .
. Charlie Totton

BonHomme County Conservation L

s arry Wagner
District
109 West 16t Ave

Buffalo

Tyndall, 5D 57066 USDA NRCS Field Office

605-589-3383 ext 3 107 US Highway 85

Buffalo, SD 57720
605-375-3218

The Heart of Mentoring:
Getting the most out of life

isn't about how much you keep
for yourself, but how much you
pour into others.




Butte

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Butte County Conservation
District

1837 5" Ave. S

Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-3368 ext 3

Mentors

Ed Blair

Jeff Smeenk
Chad Blair

Campbell
USDA NRCS Field Office/

Campbell County Conservation

District

210 Main St N

Mound City, SD 57646-2104
605-955-3306 ext 3

Mentor
Lynn Deibert
Craig Rau

Charles Mix

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Charles Mix County
Conservation District

276 Main St

Lake Andes, SD 57356-2032
605-487-7501 ext 3

Mentor
Nick Stotz

Clark

USDA NRCS Field Office
Clark County Conservation
District

101 Warren Road

Clark, SD 57225-5922
605-532-3686 ext 3

Mentors

Brad & Linda Finstad

Jim & Karen Kopriva

Lee Kopriva

Darin & Jessica Michalski

Clay

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Clay County Conservation
District

121 W Kidder St
Vermillion, SD 57069-3033
605-624-7060 ext 3

Mentors
Chris Nissen
Richard Nissen

Codington

USDA NRCS Field
Office/Codington
County Conservation
District 1720 4" St NE,
Ste 3 Watertown, SD
57201 605-886-8202 ext
3 605-882-4989

Mentor
John Moes

Corson

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Corson County Conservation
District

175 W Main St

Mcintosh, SD 57641-0037
605-273-4506 ext 3

Mentor
Candice Mizera

Custer

USDA NRCS Field Office 339
S Chicago St

Hot Springs, SD 57747-2323
605-745-5716

Davison

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Davison County
Conservation District
1820 N Kimball St
Mitchell, SD 57301-1114
605-996-1564 ext 3

Mentors

Lewis Bainbridge
Matt Bainbridge
Neil Bainbridge
Randy Holmquist
Craig Stehly
Gene Stehly

Day

USDA NRCS Field Office/Day
County Conservation
District

600 E Highway 12, Ste 1
Webster, SD 57274-1135
605-345-4661 ext 3

Mentors
Steve & Lizabeth Sigdestad

Deuel

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Deuel County Conservation
District

222 4" Ave S

Clear Lake, SD 57226
605-874-8225 ext 3

Mentor
Todd Hanten

Dewey

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Dewey County Conservation
District

1015 Main Street

Timber Lake, SD 57656-0133
605-865-3552 ext 3
Cheyenne River Tribal Office
97 S Willow St

Eagle Butte, SD 57625
605-365-5179 ext 3



Douglas

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Douglas County Conservation
District

606 1 St

Armour, SD 57313-0028
605-724-2846 ext 3

Mentors
Joshua Lefers

Edmunds

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Edmunds County
Conservation District

22 Main St

lpswich, SD 57451
605-426-6951 ext 3

Mentor
Dennis Hoyle
Jerry Braun

Fall River

USDA NRCS Field Office/

Fall River County Conservation
District

339 S Chicago St

Hot Springs, SD 57747-2323
605-745-5716 ext 121

Mentor
Dennis Hullinger
Kibbon Rittberger

Faulk

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Faulk County Conservation
District

110 8" Ave N

Faulkton, SD 57438-0489
605-598-6237 ext 3

Mentors
Scott Carlson
Gene Holt

Grant

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Grant County Conservation
District

1102 S Dakota St Milbank,
SD 57252-2707
605-432-6570 ext 3

Mentors
David Kruger
Tracy Rosenberg

Gregory

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Gregory County Conservation
District

845 Main

Burke, SD 57523-0399
605-775-9122

Mentors
Rich & Sara Grim
Dave Steffen

Haakon

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Haakon County Conservation
District

409 N Wray Ave

Philip, SD 57567-0130
605-859-2186 ext 3

Mentors
Rick & MichelleDoud
Bill Slovek

Hamlin

USDA NRCS Field Office
301 Marsh St

Hayti, SD 57241
605-783-3642 ext 3

Mentors
Barry & Carolee Little
Jared & Lacey Namken

Hand

USDA NRCS Field Office
118 E 2 St

Miller, SD 57362-1407
605-853-2410 ext 3

Mentors
Dean & Candice Lockner
Dale & Tracy Paulson

Hanson

USDA NRCS Field Office
1820 N Kimball St. Ste B
Mitchell, SD 57301-1114
605-996-1564 ext 3
Hanson County Conservation
District/ Alexanderia
Conservation District
260 10th St

Alexandria, SD 57311
605-239-4635

Mentors
Justin Schoenrock

Harding

USDA NRCS Field Office
107 US Highway 85
Buffalo, SD 57720
605-375-3218

Mentor
Trent Turbiville
Linda Gilbert

Hughes

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Hughes County Conservation
District

1717 N Lincoln Ave

Pierre, SD 57501-2398
605-224-8870

Mentor
Terry Ness
George Sperry



Hutchinson

USDA NRCS Field Office
701 W Plum St

Parkston, SD 57366-2029
605-928-7925 ext 3
Hutchinson County
Conservation District
415 Access RD

Menno, SD 57045-2117
605-387-5539

Mentor
Lynn Harnish
Daniel Harnisch

Hyde

USDA NRCS Field Office
218 lowa South
Highmore, SD 57345
605-852-2221 ext 3

Mentor
Jim Faulstich

Jones

USDA NRCS Field Office
806 5t St

Murdo, SD 57559
605-669-2404

Mentors
Brett & Lori Nix
Henry Roghair

Kingsbury

USDA NRCS Field Office
202 Joliet Ave SE
DeSmet, SD 57231-2425
605-854-9123

Mentor
Jesse Hall

Jackson

USDA NRCS Field Office
805 Main St

Kadoka, SD 57543
605-837-2166 ext 3

Mentors
Dan Rasmussen
Gene Williams

Lake

USDA NRCS Field Office/Lake
County Conservation District
123 SW 2" St

Madison, SD 57042-2874
605-256-6674 ext 3
605-256-2571

Mentor
Aaron Johnson
William Nelson

Jerauld

USDA NRCS Field Office
510 Dakota Ave N
Wessington Springs, SD
57382-2044
605-539-9232 ext 3

Mentors

Jeannie Franceus

Holly & J.P. Heber

Rod Huisman

Scott & Amber Kolousek

Lawrence

USDA NRCS Field Office

1837 5" Ave S

Belle Fourche, SD 57717
605-892-3368

Lawrence County Conservation
District

1230 North Ave

Spearfish, SD 57783

Mentors
Patricia Jenkins
Ellen Reddick
Jeremy Smith
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Lincoln

USDA NRCS Field Office
801 E 5t St

Canton, SD 57013-1920
605-987-4332 ext 3

Mentor
Jed Olbertson

Lyman

USDA NRCS Field Office/
American Creek Conservation
District

110 S Main Ave

Kennebec, SD 57544
605-869-2216 ext 3

Lower Brule Tribal Liaison BIA
Natural Resources

190 Qyate Circle

Lower Brule, SD 57548
605-734-5516 ext 3

Marshall

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Brown-Marshall Counties
Conservation District
505 Vanderhorck

Britton, SD 57430
605-449-5921 ext 3

Mentor

Neil Bien

Joel Erickson
Dennis Fagerland

McCook

USDA NRCS Field Office/
McCook County
Conservation District
340 N Nebraska St
Salem, SD 57058-8949
605-425-2483 ext 3

Mentor
Kurt & Kathy Stiefvater



McPherson

USDA NRCS Field Office/
McPherson County
Conservation District
709 Moulton St

Leola, SD 57456
605-439-3336 ext 3

Mentors

Dallas Anderson

Chris Sieh

Trevor and Kristy Zantow

Meade

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Tri-County Conservation
District (Northern Area)
409 1t STW

Faith, SD 57626
605-967-2561 ext 3

Mentors

Bo Bendigo
Bart Carmichael
Andrew Snyder

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Elk Creek County
Conservation District
(Southern Area)

2202 Main St.

Sturgis, SD 57785-1338
605-347-4952

Mentors

Gary & Amy Cammack
Rick & Michelle Grosek
Chris Grubl

Andrew Snyder

Philip Wilson

Mellette

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Mellette County Conservation
District

123 East 6" ST

White River, SD 57579
605-259-3252 ext 3

Mentors
Donna Adrian
Dominic Harmon

Miner

USDA NRCS Field Office/Miner
County Conservation District
601 W Farmer Av

Howard, SD 57349
605-772-5642 ext 3

Mentor
Wayne Moore

Minnehaha

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Minnehaha County
Conservation District
2408 E Benson RD

Sioux Falls, SD 57104-7018
605-330-4515 ext 3

Mentor
Jared Questad

Moody

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Moody County Conservation
District

105 S Crescent St

Flandreau, SD 57028-1716
605-997-2949 ext 3

Mentors

Drew Hemmer
Jeff Hemmer
Jason Kontz

Oglala Lakota

USDA NRCS Field Office/Oglala
Sioux County Conservation
District

379 North First St

Pine Ridge, SD 57770-2024
605-867-2149

Shannon County Conservation
District

Townhall

Batesland, SD 57716
605-685-1243
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Pennington

USDA NRCS Field Office/
East Pennington County
Conservation District

24 Creighton Road

Wall, SD 57790-0308
605-279-2451
Pennington County
Conservation District
414 E Stumer Road, Ste 300
Rapid City, SD 57701
605-342-0301 ext 3

Mentors

Moritz Espy

Shawn Freeland

Pat Guptill

Mimi Hillenbrand

Monty & Bobbi Jo Williams

Perkins

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Perkins County
Conservation District
604 Coleman Ave

Bison, SD 57620-0189
605-244-5222

Mentor
Ryan Beer

Potter

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Potter County Conservation
District

507 E Garfield Ave
Gettysburg, SD 57442
605-765-2575

Mentors
Daniel Forgey
Ralph & Elizabeth Holzwarth



Roberts

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Roberts County Conservation
District

2018 E Highway 10

Sisseton, SD 57262
605-698-7639 ext 3

Sisseton Wahpeton Sioux
Office

Agency Village

100 Veterans Memorial Drive
Sisseton, SD 57262
605-698-3911 ext 466

Mentors
Ronald Kohl
Dan Nigg
Louie Nigg

Sanborn

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Sanborn County Conservation
District

203 W Seventh St
Woonsocket, SD 57385
605-796-4476 ext 3

Spink

USDA NRCS Field Office/Spink
County Conservation District
25 % W 6™ Ave

Redfield, SD 57469-1117
605-472-0102 ext 3

Mentors
Brian & Jamie Johnson

Stanley

USDA NRCS Field Office
1717 N Lincoln, Ave
Pierre, SD 57501-2398
605-224-8870

Mentors
David Neuharth
Levi & Crystal Neuharth

Sully

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Sully County Conservation
District

707 E Birch Ave

Onida, SD 57564-0203
605-258-2613

Todd

USDA NRCS Field Office/
White River Service Center
123 E6t St

White River, SD 57579
605-259-3252 ext 3 Rosebud
Sioux Tribal Office/ 1004
Omaha St

Mission, SD 57555
605-856-2058

Todd County Conservation
District

320 Lincoln St

Mission, SD 57555
605-685-4440 ext 3

Mentor
Clint Whipple

Tripp
USDA NRCS Field Office/

Clearfield-Keyapaha
Conservation District/Hamill
Conservation District 113 S
Madison St

Winner, SD 57580-1313
605-842-0603 ext 3

Mentors
Bryan & Brenda Jorgensen
Nick Jorgensen
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Turner

USDA NRCS Field Office/Turner
County Conservation District
655 E 4™ St

Parker, SD 57053
605-297-5564 ext 3

Mentor
Bill Aeschlimann
John & Megan Shubeck

Union

USDA NRCS Field Office/Union
County Conservation District
1101 E Main St

Elk Point, SD 57025
605-356-3308 ext 3

Mentor
Jed Olbertson

Walworth

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Walworth County Conservation
District

4307 4t Ave

Selby, SD 57472

605-649-7020 ext 3

Mentors
Lyle Perman
Doug Sieck
Leo Vojta

Yankton

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Yankton County Conservation
District

2914 N Broadway Ave
Yankton, SD 57078-4836
605-665-2662

605-665-6704

Mentor
Chris Nelsen

Ziebach

USDA NRCS Field Office/
Ziebach County Conservation
District

515 8™ Street

DuPree, SD 57623
605-365-5179



“The biggest reason for reducing
tillage in South Dakota is we
always have a problem with
moisture, especially the eastern
third. We either have too much or
too little, it is never just an even
amount. One of the things we are
trying to do with no-till, is take
that spring moisture into the soil
profile and carry it through the
summer. We can really increase
our average yields that way.”

John & Megan Shubeck,
Centerville, SD

"We learned to take out
landlords with us to the fields
as we went on our journey."

JP & Holly Heber,
Wessington Springs, SD

Soil Health Mentors

Donna Adrian

224 E. 12" Street

White River, SD 57579

Area of Mentoring: Crop
(garden) rotation, no-till
cropping systems w/respect to
gardens, and water on
agricultural lands w/respect to
gardens

Contact: 605-685-8104

http://bit.ly/
AdrianSoilHealthProfile

Dallas Anderson

11149 318" Avenue

Eureka, SD 57437

Area of Mentoring: Winter
grazing strategies, cross-fence
weaning, and ranch economics
Contact: 605-437-2285 or
blackbull@valleytel.net

Bill Aeschlimann

45190 2824 Street

Hurley, SD 57306

Area of Mentoring: Goal
setting/decision making,
fencing, cropland aftermath
grazing, grazing management/
rotations, low stress livestock
handling, water development/
placement, cover crops, and
sheep rotational grazing/
fencing

Contact: 605-238-5869,
605-351-4064 or
daklamb@iw.net
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Lewis Bainbridge

26355 406™ Avenue

Ethan, SD 57334

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity,
cover crops, grazing cover
crops/aftermath grazing, no-
till cropping systems,
nutrient management, pest
management, equipment
selection and modification,
livestock management,
nutritional benefits,

and economics

Contact: 605-999-4640
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile
http://bit.ly/BainbridgeStory

Matt Bainbridge

26453 407" Avenue

Ethan, SD 57334

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity,
cover crops, grazing cover
crops/aftermath grazing, no-
till cropping systems,
nutrient management, pest
management, equipment
selection and modification,
livestock management,
nutritional benefits,

and economics

Contact: 605-999-2274
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile
http://bit.ly/BainbridgeStory

http://bit.ly/
MeritorMythBainbridge




Neil Bainbridge

26382 406™ Avenue

Ethan, SD 57334

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity,
cover crops, grazing cover
crops/aftermath grazing, no-
till cropping systems, nutrient
management, pest
management, equipment
selection and modification,
livestock management,
nutritional benefits,

and economics

Contact: 605-999-0274
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile
http://bit.ly/BainbridgeStory

Ryan Beer

604 Coleman

Bison, SD 57620

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover crops,
grazing cover crops/
aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping systems, livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, management of
native grasses, and water on
agricultural lands

Contact: 605-390-7521

Bo Bendigo

HC77 Box 519

Howes, SD 57748

Area of Mentoring: livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, and management of
native grasses

Contact: 605-515-3223

Adam Bernard

48134 332nd Street
Jefferson, SD 57038

Area of Mentoring: No-Till,
crop rotation, cover crop,
livestock management.
Contact: 712-989-9522

Steve Reimer, Chamberlain, SD

Neil Bien

10770 436" Avenue

Veblen, SD 57270

Area of Mentoring: Fencing,
water development/placement,
using livestock as a
management tool, and wildlife
considerations

Contact: 605-448-2173,
605-448-8542 or
neilbien@venturecomm.net

Chad Blair

16821 Kinghorn Road

Belle Fourche, SD 57717

Area of Mentoring: Grazing
cover crops/aftermath grazing,
nutrient management,
livestock management,
nutritional benefits,
management of native grasses,
water on agricultural lands,
economics, and

soil biology

Contact: 605-347-1181 or
chadblairangus@gmail.com
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Ed Blair

19599 Bear Butte Road

Vale, SD 57788

Area of Mentoring: Goal
setting/decision making,
economics of grazing
management, grazing
management/rotation, low
stress livestock handling, water
development/placement, cross-
fencing weaning, drought
planning, and generational
transfer of ranch

Contact: 605-347-1180 or
blairbrosangus@gmail.com

Jerry Braun

36786 126" Street

Wetonka, SD 57481

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, cover crops,

no-till cropping systems,
livestock management, and
management of native grasses
Contact: 605-229-4637

Gary & Amy Cammack

P.O.Box 100

Union Center, SD 57787

Area of Mentoring: Livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, management of native
grasses, and water on
agricultural lands,

and economics

Contact: 605-985-5591




Scott Carlson

16573 334th Avenue

Seneca, SD 57473

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, crop diversity, cover
crops, no-till cropping system,
and economics

Contact: 605-380-7611

Bart Carmichael

14596 SD Highway 73

Faith, SD 57626

Area of Mentoring: Livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, management of native
grasses, water on agricultural
lands, and economics

Contact: 605-788-2838

Lynn Deibert

10936 301 Avenue

Herreid, SD 57632

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover crops,
grazing cover crops/aftermath
grazing, no-till cropping
systems, equipment selection
and modification, livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, management of native
grasses, water on agricultural
lands, economics, and

soil biology

Contact: 605-848-9852

Cronin Farms, Gettysburg, SD

Rick & Michelle Doud

23766 SD Highway 34
Midland, SD 57552

Areas of Mentoring: Fencing,
grazing management/
rotations, water development/
placement, drought planning,
and calving in-sync with nature.
Contact: 605-843-2262,
605-441-1813 or
doudranch@wildblue.net

Joel Erickson

42485 120th Street

Langford, SD 57454

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover
crops, grazing of cover crops/
aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping systems, livestock
management, management of
native grasses, and water on
agricultural lands

Contact: 605-470-0350
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile

Moritz Espy

777 Bison Ranch

Rapid City, SD 57709

Area of Mentoring: Livestock
management, management of
native grasses, and biodiversity
of plants and wildlife

Contact: 605-430-7471 or
moritz@777bisonranch.com
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Dennis Fagerland

11948 430th Avenue
Langford, SD 57454

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover

crops, grazing of cover crops/
aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping systems, equipment
selection and modification,
livestock management,
nutritional benefits,
management of native grasses,
water on agricultural lands,
economics, and soil biology
Contact: 605-448-8513 or
djfagerland@hotmail.com

Jim & Carol Faulstich

33795 186th Street
Highmore, SD 57345

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover
crops, grazing of cover crops/
aftermath grazing, livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, management of native
grasses, water on agricultural
lands, economics, and

soil biology

Contact: 605-852-2622,
605-871-3606 or
faulstich@venturecomm.net
http://bit.ly/Faulstich

Brad and Linda Finstad

42599 SD Hwy 20

Bradley, SD 57217

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, no-till, establishing
pollinator plots, cover crops and
prescribed grazing.

Contact: 605-881-6683




Daniel Forgey

30431 167" Street

Gettysburg, SD 57442

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity,

cover crops, full season

cover crops, grazing of cover
crops/aftermath grazing,

no-till cropping systems, nutrient
management, pest management,
equipment selection and
modification, livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, water on agricultural
lands, economics, and soil
biology

Contact: 605-769-0277

Jeannie Franceus

23308 376th Avenue
Wessington Springs, SD 57382
Area of Mentoring: Grassland,
Womens Agriculture, NOLO, and
Holistic Management.

Contact: 605-680-3962
jeanfranceus@gmail.com

Shawn Freeland

P.O.Box 139

Caputa, SD 57725

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotation,
crop diversity, cover crops, full
season cover crops, grazing of
cover crops/aftermath grazing,
no-till systems, equipment
selection and modification,
livestock management,
management of native grasses,
water on agricultural lands,
economics and soil biology
Contact: 605-545-3082 or
drycreekbeef37@yahoo.com

Linda Gilbert

12097 Glibert-Hett Road
Buffalo, SD 57720

Area of Mentoring: Livestock
management, ranching in dry
climate, grazing rotation, beef
promotion, educational outreach
(all ages)

Contact: 605-375-3281 or
Mobile: 605-641-3281
linda@garanch.net

Rich & Sara Grim

35801 Old 1806th Road
Bonesteel, SD 57317

Area of Mentoring: Prescribed
burning, brush management,
deferred grazing, and tuck/
shearing cedar trees

Contact: 605-654-2288 or
grimranch@gwtc.net
http://bit.ly/GrimRanch

Rick & Michelle Grosek

20445 SD Hwy 79

Sturgis, SD 57785

Area of Mentoring: Livestock
management, nutritional benefits,
pollinators, organic and high
tunnel.

Contact: 605-490-2919
rick.grosek@gmail.com

Chris Grubl

14281 Alkali Road

Sturgis, SD 57785

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotations,
crop diversity, cover crops, full
season cover crops, grazing cover
crops/aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping systems, nutrient
management, pest management,
equipment selection and
modification, livestock
management, nutritional benefits,
management of native grasses,
water on agricultural lands,
economics, and soil biology
Contact: 605-347-1254
http://bit.ly/GrublSoilHealthProfile
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Pat & Mary Guptill

23502 Big Foote Rd

Quinn, SD 57775

Area of Mentoring: Livestock
management, and nutritional
benefits.

Contact: 605-513-3890

Jesse Hall

20466 451 Avenue

Arlington, SD 57212

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, grazing cover crops/
aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping systems, nutrient
management, pest management,
equipment selection and
modification, nutritional benefits,
water on agricultural lands,

and economics

Contact: 605-690-3594
http://bit.ly/HallSoilHealthProfile

Todd Hanten

46564 176th Street

Goodwin, SD 57238

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotation,
crop diversity, cover crops,
grazing of cover crops/aftermath
grazing, no-till cropping system,
nutrient management,
equipment selection and
modification, livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, water on agricultural
lands,

and economics

Contact: 605-881-0260 or
todd_hanten@tnlcs.com

Lyle Perman, Lowry, SD



“The economics of farming
have to work, you still have

to be able to pencil in a profit
when you are putting in your
grain. But, we have found that
we can produce the yields for
our wheat that can make it
profitable and then by following
with a cover crop, our corn
and our soybeans are more
profitable the next year”

Brian & Jamie Johnson,
Frankfort, SD

Dominic Harmon

25472 288th Avenue

Wood, SD 57585

Area of Mentoring: Livestock
management

Contact: 605-452-3233

Daniel Harnisch

141 South Dewald Street
Freeman, SD 57029

Area of Mentoring: No-till
cropping system, cover crops
Contact: 605-505-0109
harnischd@hotmail.com

Lynn Harnisch

27247 423" Avenue

Emery, SD 57332

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, grazing cover crops/
aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping systems, nutrient
management, equipment
selection and modification,
livestock management,
management of native grasses,
water on agricultural lands, and
soil biology

Contact: 605-505-0110

Holly & J.P. Heber

23076 386th Avenue
Wessington Springs, SD 57382
Area of Mentoring: Crop
diversity, crop rotation, cover
crops, full season cover
crops, grazing of cover crops/
aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping systems, nutritional
benefits, management of
native grasses, water on
agricultural lands, pest
management, equipment
selection & modification,
livestock management, and
economics

Contact: 605-280-7724

(text okay, early morning)
http://bit.ly/JPHollyHeber

17

Drew Hemmer

47408 238th Street

Dell Rapids, SD 57022

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, full season

cover crops, and transitioning to
less tillage

Contact: 605-530-0396 or
hemmerfarms@gmail.com

Jeff Hemmer

47452 239" Street

Dell Rapids, SD 57022

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, full season

cover crops, and transitioning to
less tillage

Contact: 605-530-5557 or
hemmerfarms@gmail.com

Mimi Hillenbrand

777 Bison Ranch

Rapid City, SD 57709

Area of Mentoring: Livestock
management, management of
native grasses, and biodiversity
of plants and wildlife.

Contact:
hillenbrandmimi@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/BisonRanch

Randy Holmquist

40425 252nd Street

Mitchell, SD 57301

Area of Mentoring: Full season
cover crops, livestock
management, management of
native grasses, water on
agricultural lands, economics,
and soil biology

Contact: 605-730-0550




Kopriva family, Raymond, SD

Gene Holt

14983 353 Avenue

Faulkton, SD 57438

Area of Mentoring: Cover
crops, full season cover

crops, grazing of cover crops/
aftermath grazing, livestock
management, management of
native grasses, and economics
Contact: 605-380-0971

Ralph & Elizabeth Holzwarth
16332 SD Highway 1804
Gettysburg, SD 57442

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity,

cover crops, no-till cropping
systems, equipment selection
and modification, water on
agricultural lands,

and economics

Contact:
bholtzwarth@venturecomm.net

Dennis Hoyle

13473 349th Avenue

Roscoe, SD 57471

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover
crops, grazing cover crops/
aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping systems, livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, management of
native grasses, water on
agricultural lands, economics,
and soil biology

Contact: 605-216-8738
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile
http://bit.ly/HoyleSoilStory

Rod Huisman

37284 SD Hwy 34

Wessington Springs SD 57382
Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, crop diversity, no-
till cropping systems, cover
crop, equipment selection and
modification, livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, economics, and

soil biology

Contact:
rhhuisman@mncomm.com
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Dennis Hullinger

12770 Pine Drive

P.O.Box 718

Hot Springs, SD 57747

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, no-till
cropping systems, nutrient
management, management of
native grasses, and water on
agricultural lands

Contact: 435-840-0665

Aaron Johnson

24255 453rd Avenue

Madison, SD 57042

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover crops,
nutrient management, pest
management, equipment
selection and modifications,
livestock management, nutritional
benefits, management of native
grasses, water on agricultural
lands, economics, and soil biology
Contact: 605-216-0854

Brian & Jamie Johnson

17672 399th Avenue

Frankfort, SD 57440

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover crops,
grazing cover crops/aftermath
grazing, no-till cropping systems,
nutrient management, pest
management, equipment
selection and modification,
livestock management, nutritional
benefits, management of native
grasses, water on agricultural
lands, economics, and soil biology
Contact: 605-472-0316
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile
http://bit.ly/JohnsonSoilStory
http://bit.ly/MeritorMythJohnson




“We have seen a greater economic
value through the use of cover
crops, that is less fuel being used
and it is less time we spend to
feed cattle. Economic viability is
crucial with the declining prices.
So, the cover crops have given us
another option for being more
diverse, for working the cattle
into the cropland system for
grazing residue and building soil.
Cover crops have greatly helped
our feed situation.”

Jared & Lacey Namken,
Lake Norden, SD

Jeff Johnson

24178 290th Street

Tuthill, SD 57574

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover crops,
grazing cover crops/aftermath
grazing, no-till cropping systems,
nutrient management, livestock
management, management of
native grasses, and water on
agricultural lands

Contact: 605-685-6913

Bryan & Brenda Jorgensen
31250 265" Street

Ideal, SD 57541

Area of Mentoring: Crop
diversity, crop rotations,

cover crops, full season

cover crops, grazing of cover
crops/aftermath grazing,

no-till cropping systems, nutrient
management, pest
management, equipment
selection and modifications,
livestock managements,
nutritional benefits,
management of native grasses,
water on agricultural lands,
economics, and soil biology
Contact: 605-840-9005,
bryan@jorgensenfarms.com
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile
http://bit.ly/JorgensenSoilStory
http://bit.ly/MeritorMythJohnson

Nick Jorgensen

31250 265th Street,
Ideal, SD 57541

Area of Mentoring: crop
economics

Contact: 605-840-0316

Ronald Kohl

10169 454th Avenue
Lidgerwood, ND 58053

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, crop diversity, cover
crops, no-till cropping systems,
equipment selection and
modifications, and economics
Contact: 605-268-4440

19

Scott & Amber Kolousek
37228 234 Street

Wessington Springs, SD 57382
Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover crops,
grazing cover crops/aftermath
grazing, no-till cropping systems,
nutrient management, livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, economics, and soil
biology

Contact: 605-730-1509
http://bit.ly/KolousekSoilHealth

Jason Kontz

47123 223 Street

Colman, SD 57017

Area of Mentoring:

Nutrient management, pest
management, and livestock
management

Contact: 605-695-0273 or
jasonkontz@gmail.com

Jim & Karen Kopriva

41577 169th Street

Raymond, SD 57258

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotation,
crop diversity, cover crops, full
season cover

crops, grazing of cover
crops/aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping system, pest
management, equipment select
ion and modification, livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, management of native
grasses, water on agricultural
lands, and economics.

Contact: 605-468-0003




“One reason we got started with
cover crops was additional feed
and forage for our livestock.
Cow/calf represents about 80
percent of our income here.

We rely on our cows and calves
to make us the money, and we
can utilize more of the crop
residue in the fall by having a
mix of cover crops out there

for them to graze. Instead of
spending money on fertilizer and
chemicals, we spend the money
on cover crops.”

Scott & Richard Kolousek,
Wessington Springs, SD

Lee Kopriva

41577 169" Street

Raymond, SD 57258

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover
crops, grazing of cover

David Kruger

46776 US Highway 12

Twin Brooks, SD 57269

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotation,
crop diversity,

cover crops, no-till cropping
systems, nutrient management,
equipment selection and
modification, economics, and soil
biology

Contact: 605-216-6931
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile

Joshua Lefers

P.O. 251

Corsica, SD 57328

Area of Mentoring: temporary
fencing and water, cover crops,
range ecology and management,
wildlife considerations, no-till
gardening, livestock management,
and pasture poultry

Contact: 605-770-2989
joshlefers@hotmail.com

Barry & Carolee Little

46696 SD Highway 22

Castlewood, SD 57223

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotations,
crop diversity, cover crops, full
season cover

crops, grazing cover crops/
aftermath grazing, no-till cropping
systems, livestock management,
nutritional benefits, andeconomics
Contact: 605-237-8423
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile
http://bit.ly/LittleFarms

Dean & Candice Lockner
19921 349th Avenue

Ree Heights, SD 57371

Area of Mentoring: Grazing of
cover crops/aftermath grazing,
management of native
grasses,water on agricultural
lands, livestock management,
nutritional benefits, economics,
and soil biology

Contact: 605-870-3978
(evenings)
http://bit.ly/Lockner

Darin & Jessica Michalski
18468 424th Avenue

Willow Lake, SD 57278

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, crop diversity, cover
crops, grazing of cover
crops/aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping system, pest
management, equipment select
ion and modification, livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, management of native
grasses, and water on
agricultural lands

Contact: 605-881-6451
http://bit.ly/Michalski

Candice Mizera

P.O.Box 724

McLaughlin, SD 57642

Area of Mentoring: No-till, cover
crops, and crop diversity.
Contact: 605-314-2110

crops/aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping system, pest
management, equipment select
ion and modification, livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, management of native
grasses, water on agricultural
lands, and economics.

Contact: 605-450-1546

Jesse Hall and family
Arlington, SD
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“We see that no-till
minimizes your risks in say,

a rainy wet year, or a hot dry
summer, with 90-100-degree
heat that is continuous. It just
seems like it is saving some
of your bushels out there. We
plan to stick with it and keep
going with the no-till process
because we believe it works.”

Liz & Steve Sigdestad,
Pierpont, SD

Wayne Moore

42325 238th Street

Howard, SD 57349

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotation,
crop diversity, cover crops, full
season cover

crops, grazing of cover crops/
aftermath grazing, no-till cropping
systems, nutrient management,
equipment selection and
modification, livestock
management, management of
native grasses, economics, and soil
biology

Contact: 605-999-4188

John Moes

44762 170th Street

Watertown, SD 57201

Area of Mentoring: Windbreaks
and manure management
Contact: 605-881-8234

Jared & Lacey Namken

45536 189th Street

Lake Norden, SD 57248

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotations,
crop diversity, cover crops, grazing
of cover crops/aftermath grazing,
no-till cropping systems,

pest management, livestock
management, nutritional benefits,
management of native grasses,
water on agricultural lands, and
economics

Contact: 605-881-3845
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile
http://bit.ly/Namken

Chris Nelson

30723 444th Avenue

Mission Hill, SD 57022

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotation,
crop diversity, and cover crops
Contact: 605-661-7417

William (Bill) Nelson

47318 243rd Street

Dell Rapids, SD 57022

Areas of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover crops,
grazing of cover crops/aftermath
grazing, no-till cropping systems,
nutrient management, pest
management, equipment
selection and modification,
livestock management, nutritional
benefits, water on agricultural
lands, economics, and soil biology
Contact: 605-360-0570
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile

Cattle grazing in a rotational grazing system
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Terry Ness

29971 204th Street

Pierre, SD 57501

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover crops,
grazing cover crops/aftermath
grazing, no-till cropping systems,
livestock management w/respect
to sheep, management of native
grasses, water on agricultural
lands, and soil biology

Contact: 605-280-0130
nessfarm@mncomm.com

David Neuharth

21369 261st Avenue

Fort Pierre, SD 57532

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotation,
crop diversity, cover crops, full
season cover, crops, grazing of
cover crops/aftermath grazing,
no-till cropping systems, and
nutrient management Contact:
605-280-1680

Levi & Crystal Neuharth

26220 212st Street

Fort Pierre, SD 57532

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotation,
crop diversity, cover crops, full
season cover. Crops, grazing pf
cover crops/aftermath grazing,
no-till cropping systems, nutrient
management, livestock
management, management of
native grasses, and soil biology
Contact: 605-567-3556

Levi cell: 605-280-3556

Crystal cell: 605-685-5860




Patricia Jenkins & Jeremy Smith, Spearfish, SD

Dan & Kris Nigg

46430 114th Street

Sisseton, SD 57262

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, no-till cropping
systems, nutrient
management, equipment
selection and modification,
nutritional benefits,
economics, and

soil biology

Contact: 605-237-4181
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile

Louie Nigg

46356 125th Street
Sisseton, SD 57262

Area of Mentoring: Crop
diversity, full season
cover crops, and nutrient
management

Contact: 605-237-6779

Bryan Jorgensen, Ideal, SD

Chris Nissen

46806 317th Street

Burbank, SD 57010

Area of Mentoring: Cover crops
Contact: 605-677-8298

Richard Nissen

30966 463rd Avenue

Vermillion, SD 57069

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotation,
cover crops, full season cover
crops, grazing of cover crops/
aftermath grazing, no-till cropping
systems, and equipment selection
and modifications

Contact: 605-677-8294

Brett & Lori Nix

P.O.Box 486

Murdo, SD 57559

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotations,
crop diversity, cover crops, full
season cover crops, grazing cover
crops/aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping systems, nutrient
management, pest management,
livestock management, nutritional
benefits, management of native
grasses, water on agricultural
lands, economics, and soil biology
Contact: 605-530-5106
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile
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Jed Olbertson

47541 293rd Street

Beresford, SD 57004

Area of Mentoring: Beginning
cover crops, transitioning
cropland to hayland, water
management, buffer strip
management, full season cover
crops, nutrient management,
pest management, nutritional
benefits, economics, and

soil biology

Contact: 605-957-5310 or
pvfblue@hotmail.com

Dale & Tracy Paulson

21757 375th Avenue
Wessington, SD 57381

Areas of Mentoring:
Monitoring & record keeping,
fencing, grazing management/
rotations, water development/
placement, pest management,
and cross-fence weaning.
Contact: 605-458-2376,
605-354-0441 or
DRPaulson@venturecomm.net

Lyle Perman

30872 143rd Street

Lowry, SD 57472

Area of Mentoring: Goal
setting/decision making,
fencing, water development/
placement, generational
transfer of ranch, enterprise
diversification

(hunting, recreation), and
biological control of noxious
weeds

Contact: 605-649-7669,
605-845-6464 or
lyle@rockhillsranch.com




Jared Questad

25179 4715t Avenue

Baltic, SD 57003-5809

Area of Mentoring: Getting
started with no-till,
incorporating livestock, and
manure onto cropland.
Contact: 605-529-5245

http://bit.ly/Questad

Dan Rasmussen

26151 Cedar Butte Road
Belvidere, SD 57521

Area of Mentoring: Goal
setting/decision making,
monitoring & record keeping,
economics of grazing
management, grazing
management/rotations, low
stress livestock handling,
water development/
placement, using livestock as a
management tool, wildlife
considerations, pest
management, grazing
management for expiring CRP,
grass finishing, winter grazing
strategies, soil health/
hydrology, cross-fence
weaning, drought planning,
generational transfer of ranch,
enterprise diversification
(hunting, recreation),
biological control of noxious
weeds, and calving in-sync
with nature

Contact: 605-344-2250,
605-685-3315 or
the33ranch@gmail.com

Craig Rau

11955 319th Avenue

Java, SD 57452

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, grazing cover crops/
aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping systems, livestock
management, management of
native grasses, and soil biology
Contact: 605-999-4032/text or
craigcon@valleytel.net

Ellen Reddick

11611 Reddick Lane

St. Onge, SD 57779

Area of Mentoring: Grazing
management/rotations, low
stress livestock handling,
prescribed burning, cross-fence
weaning, and biological control
of noxious weeds

Contact: 605-642-3272,
605-569-1598

Steve Reimer

25657 345th Avenue
Chamberlain, SD 57325

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, crop diversity, cover
crops, grazing of cover
crops/aftermath grazing,
no-till cropping system,
nutrient management, pest

management, equipment select

ion and modification, livestock
management, nutritional

benefits, management of native

grasses, and water on
agricultural lands, economics
Contact: 605-234-6111 or
605-680-1939
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile
http://bit.ly/SReimer

Terry Ness, Pierre, SD
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Kibbon Rittberger

25111 Rittberger Road
Hermosa, SD 57744

Area of Mentoring: No-till cover
crop systems and livestock
management

Contact: 605-431-6254

Henry Roghair

25951 241st

Okaton, SD 57562

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover crops,
no-till cropping systems,
nutrient management, pest
management, water on
agricultural lands, economics,
and soil biology

Contact: 605-669-2819
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile

Tracy Rosenberg

Abby Grasslands,

P.O.Box 11

Marvin, SD 57251

Area of Mentoring: Goal
setting/decision making,
grazing management/rotational
grazing, cross-fencing, water/
pipeline placement,
incorporating solar pumping
stations, low stress livestock
handling, using livestock as a
management tool, using
prescribing fire as

a management tool, invasive
species control, integrated pest
management, wildlife habitat
management, native grassland
restoration, prairie
reconstruction, soil health/
hydrology, and ecological
education/eco-tourism.
Contact: 515-249-1406




“No-till saves us 1-2 inches
of moisture a year, which is
important since we are in a
moisture deficient area. The
cows and calves did well on
the full-season cover crops in
October”

Barry & Eli Little
Castlewood, SD

Erik Schlimmer

602 Caspian Avenue

Volga, SD 57071

Area of Mentoring: No-till
cropping systems, nutrient
management, equipment
selection and modification, and
water on agricultural lands
Contact: 605-690-8665

Justin Schoenrock

41714 252nd Street

Fulton, SD 57340

Area of Mentoring: Cover crops
and livestock management
Contact: 605-770-4079

John & Megan Shubeck
29791 464th Avenue
Centerville, SD 57014

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotation, crop diversity, cover
crops, no-till cropping system,
grazing cover crops/aftermath
grazing, livestock integration,
management of native grasses,
water on agricultural lands,
economics, leases

and easements.

Contact: 605-553-1094

Doug Sieck

30940 138th Street

Selby, SD 57472

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, full season cover crops,
grazing cover crops/aftermath
grazing, no-till cropping
systems, livestock
management, nutritional
benefits, management of
native grasses, water on
agricultural lands, economics,
and soil biology

Contact: 605-848-7325

Chris Sieh

36169 118th Street

Leola, SD 57456

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, grazing cover crops/
aftermath grazing,

no-till cropping systems,
nutrient management, pest
management, equipment
selection and modification,
livestock management,
nutritional benefits,
management of native grasses,
water on agricultural lands,
economics, and soil biology
Contact: 605-216-0854
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Steve & Lizabeth Sigdestad
12927 429th Avenue

Pierpont, SD 57468

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, no-till cropping systems,
nutrient management, equipment
selection and modification,
nutritional benefits, water on
agricultural lands, economics, and
soil biology

Contact: 605-209-1755 or
605-881-5818
http://bit.ly/Sigdestad

Bill Slovek

20901 Slovek Road

Philip, SD 57567

Area of Mentoring: Prescribed
burning

Contact: 605-457-2311 or
slovek@gwtc.net

Jeff Smeenk

18466 Viken Road

Newell, SD 57760

Areas of Mentoring: Monitoring &
record keeping and wildlife
considerations

Contact: 605-456-0200 or
cn_ranch@sdplains.com

Jeremy Smith & Patricia Jenkins
287 Evans Lane

Spearfish, SD 57783

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, cover crops

for compost and mixed
vegetables, nutrient
management, no-till cropping
systems, and organics
Contact: 605-559-3276
http://bit.ly/SoilHealthProfile
http://bit.ly/CycleFarm




Andrew Snyder

21399 Snyder Ranch Road
Piedmont, SD 57769

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotations,
crop diversity, cover crops, no-till
cropping systems, no-till
gardening, grazing cover crops
(including concerns related to
residual nitrates and prussic acid in
plants due to drought and/or
recent frost events), grazing
forested pastures, pest
management, equipment selection
& modification, economics, data-
based decision-making,
networking with Extension and
resource-related Agencies/Partners
Contact: 605-490-8422

George Sperry

P.O.Box 113

Blunt, SD 57522

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotations,
crop diversity, no-till cropping
systems, nutrient management
(fertilizers), pest management,
equipment selection and
modifications, economics, and soil
biology

Contact: 605-280-5720

Dave Steffen

34110 294th Street

Burke, SD 57523

Area of Mentoring: Nutrient
management, pest management,
livestock management, nutritional
benefits, management of native
grasses, water on agricultural
lands, and economics

Contact:
dsteffen@goldenwest.net

Craig Stehly

601 Roseland Road

Mitchell, SD 57301

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotations,
crop diversity, cover crops, no-till
cropping systems, nutrient
management, pest management,
equipment selection and
modification, water on agricultural
lands, economics, and soil biology
Contact: 605-999-8466
craig.stehly@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/StehlySoilHealthProfile

Gene Stehly

40240 250™ Street

Mitchell, SD 57301

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotation,
crop diversity, cover crops, no-till
cropping systems, nutrient
management, pest management,
equipment selection and
modification, water on agricultural
lands, economics, and soil biology
Contact: 605-999-8525
stehatlarge@santel.net

http://bit.ly/StehlySoilHealthProfile

Kurt & Kathy Stiefvater

25108 445th Avenue

Salem, SD 57058

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotations,
crop diversity, cover crops, grazing
cover crops/aftermath grazing, no-
till cropping systems, nutrient
management, equipment selection
and modification, livestock
management, nutritional benefits,
water on agricultural lands,
economics, and soil biology
Contact: 605-360-1618
http://bit.ly/Stiefvater

Nick Stotz

29435 386th Avenue

Lake Andes, SD 57301

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotations,
crop diversity, cover crops, grazing
cover crops/aftermath grazing, no-
till cropping systems, nutrient
management, livestock
management, management of
native grasses, and water on
agricultural lands

Contact: 605-491-2762

Reid Suelflow

501 2 Delevan Court

White Lake, SD 57383

Area of Mentoring: Crop rotation,
crop diversity, cover crops, full
season cover crops, grazing of
cover crops/aftermath grazing, no-
till cropping systems, nutrient
management, livestock
management, nutritional benefits,
management of native grasses,
water on agricultural lands,
economics, and soil biology
Contact: 605-680-0996
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“Cover crops allowed us to graze
the cattle more months of the year,

our feed needs have diminished,
and the workload dropped to just a
fraction of what it was in the past.
We also needed a lot less
equipment with this plan. So, for
us it allowed a better quality of life
for me and my family, and as it
turned out it is a better quality of
life for the soil. Our decisions were
initially driven by the economics.
It just so happens the use of
season-long cover crops for forage
is less work, too.”

Trevor & Kristy Zantow
Leola, SD

Charlie & Tanya Totton

34655 240th Street

Chamberlain, SD 57325

Area of Mentoring: Grazing
management/rotations, low stress
livestock handling, using livestock
as a management tool, grass
finishing, winter strategies, cross-
fence weaning, and drought
planning

Contact: 605-234-0349 or
tottonranch@midstatesd.net
http://bit.ly/TottonSoilHealthProfile

Trent Turbiville

11586 U.S Highway 85

Buffalo, SD 57720

Area of Mentoring: Cover crops,
diverse cover crops, grazing
management, extended grazing
season

Contact: 605-210-0863 or
t_turbiville@hotmail.com

Leo Vojta

12844 293 Avenue
Glenham, SD 57631

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity,
cover crops, no-till cropping
systems, nutrient management
(fertilizer), pest management,
equipment selection and
modification, and economics
Contact: 605-848-3709 or
leovojta@yahoo.com

Larry & Julie Wagner

26314 350th Avenue
Chamberlain, SD 57325

Area of Mentoring: Goal
setting/decision making,
monitoring & record keeping,
fencing, economics of grazing
management, cropland
aftermath grazing, grazing
management/rotations, low
stress livestock handling, water
development/placement, multi-
species grazing, using livestock
as a management tool, wildlife
considerations, cover crops,
grass finishing, winter grazing
strategies,

soil health/hydrology, cross-
fence weaning, enterprise
diversification (hunting,
recreation), and calving in-sync
with nature

Contact: 605-894-4448,
605-894-4363 (Dr. Jullie) or
wagner@midstatesd.net
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Clint Whipple

P.O.Box 139

St. Francis, SD 57572

Area of Mentoring: Nutrient
management, livestock
management, and
nutritional benefits
Contact: 970-222-5162

Gene Williams

24875 Old Road NE

Interior, SD 57750

Area of Mentoring: Crop
diversity, cover crops, full
season cover crops, grazing
cover crops/aftermath grazing,
no-till cropping systems,
livestock management,
nutritional benefits, and water
on agricultural lands

Contact: 605-515-3018

Charlie & Tanya Totton,
Chamberlain, SD



Monty & Bobbi Joe Williams
22762 151 Avenue

Box Elder, SD 57719

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity, cover
crops, grazing cover crops/
aftermath grazing, no-till
cropping systems, nutritional
benefits, and water on
agricultural lands

Contact: 605-685-8766

Philip Wilson

18351 Smithville Road

Elm Springs, SD 57791

Area of Mentoring: Crop
rotations, crop diversity,
grazing cover crops/aftermath
grazing, no-till cropping
systems, nutrient management,
pest management, equipment
selection and modification,
livestock management,
management of native grasses,
water on agricultural lands, and
economics

Contact: philwil@gwtc.net

“I use a no-till farming system and a diversified rotation.
Hopefully long term, I'll be building a resilient soil. Resilient is a
word | heard and that has stuck with me. If it is wet, if it is dry, if
it is cold, if it is hot. | want my soil to protect me and handle
situations without costing me a crop. So, building a resilient soil
is a goal of mine!”

Jordan & Sarah Reimnitz,
Armour, SD

Trevor & Kristy Zantow

12150 364" Avenue

Leola, SD 57456

Area of Mentoring: Cover crops jared & Randell Questad
especially full season, rotational Baltic, SD

grazing, cross fencing, and
livestock management
Contact: 605-380-0215 or
tzantow@valleytel.net
https://bit.ly/TZantow

After recently transitioning to
a no-till farming system, You
“I'm trying to learn by other people’s are going to save money on
mistakes, and I make a few of my own fuel. You are going to save
so I can help other people understand money on fertilizer because
what NOT to do. I didn’t know what that fertilizer is staying where

the organic matter was when I started

you put it. Through all these
different practices you are
probably saving quite a bit of
money, but also in the long run
you are gaining yields because
you are increasing the value of
the land”

no-tilling in 1986. I was saving
moisture and was controlling erosion,
but there’s a lot more to that”

Dennis Hoyle Roscoe, SD
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Conservation Technical Contacts Serving South Dakota

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
State Office: 200 Fourth Street SW, Room 203

Huron, SD 57350

Find a local field office at: http://bit.ly/2zvdCO0

Jeff Zimprich

State Conservationist
NRCS State Office

200 Fourth Street SW
Huron, SD 57350
Business: 605-352-1200
jeffrey.zimprich@usda.gov

Nathan Jones

State Soil Scientist
NRCS State Office

200 Fourth Street SW
Huron, SD 57350
Business: 605-350-5639
nathan.jones@usda.gov

Kent Vlieger

State Soil Health
Specialist NRCS State
Office

200 Fourth Street SW
Huron, SD 57350
Business: 605-352-1239
kent.vlieger@usda.gov

Carrie Werkmeister

Assistant State Soil Scientist NRCS
State Office

200 Fourth Street SW

Huron, SD 57350

Business: 605-530-0137
carrie.werkmeisterkarki@usda.gov

Craig Veldkamp

Soil Scientist

Brookings Area Office

520 3rd Avenue

Brookings, SD 57006-1910
Business: 605-692-2344 ext. 103
craig.veldkamp@usda.gov

Jason Miller

Conservation Agronomist NRCS
Pierre Area Office

1717 North Lincoln Avenue
Suite 104

Pierre, SD 57501

Business: 605-224-2476 ext. 5
Jason.miller@usda.gov

Marcia Deneke

State Conservation Agronomist
NRCS State Office

200 Fourth Street SW

Huron, SD 57350

Business: 605-352-1200
marcia.deneke@usda.gov

Eric Barsness

Conservation Agronomist NRCS
Brookings Area Office

520 3rd Avenue

Brookings, SD 57006-1910
Business: 605-692-2344 ext. 103
eric.barsness@usda.gov

Kent Cooley

Soil Scientist

414 E. Stumer Road, Suite 700
Rapid City, SD 57701
Business: 605-343-1643
kent.cooley@usda.qgov

Colette Kessler

State Public Affairs Officer
NRCS State Office

200 Fourth Street SW
Huron, SD 57350
Business: 605-220-1765
colette. kessler@usda.gov

Stan Boltz

NRCS Regional Soil Health
Specialist serving North Dakota
and South Dakota

200 Fourth Street SW

Huron, SD 57350

Business: 605-352-1236
Mobile: 605-350-3250
stanley.boltz@usda.gov

Stan Boltz (left) and Jeff Hemenway (right) are using the
rainfall simulator to demonstrate how covering soil helps

prevent erosion.
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USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS)

Location: 2923 Medary Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006

www.ars.usda.gov/plains-area/brookings=sd/ncarl

Michael Lehman

Research Microbiologist
USDA Agricultural

Research Service

2923 Medary Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006

Business: 605-693-5205
michael.lehman@ars.usda.gov

Shannon Osborne
Research Agronomist
USDA Agricultural
Research Service

2923 Medary Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006
Business: 605-693-5234

shannon.osborne@ars.usda.gov

Sharon Papiernik
Research Leader

North Central Agricultural
Research Laboratory
USDA Agricultural
Research Service

PA-3080

2923 Medary Avenue
Brookings, SD 57006
Business: 605-693-5201
sharon.papiernik@ars.usda.gov

South Dakota State University (SDSU) Extension

Christopher Graham

SDSU Extension Agronomist
SDSU Extension

1905 Plaza Blvd.

Rapid City, S.D. 57702

Business: 605-394-2236

Mobile: 605-688-4121
christopher.graham@sdstate.edu

Pete Bauman

Range Field Specialist
SDSU Extension

1910 West Kemp Avenue
Watertown, SD 57201
Business: 605-882-5142
Mobile: 605-880-6542
peter.bauman@sdstate.edu

Anthony Bly

SDSU Extension

Soils Field Specialist

Sioux Falls Regional Center
2001 E. Eighth Street
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
Business: 605-782-3290
Mobile: 605-690-4563
anthony.bly@sdstate.edu

Jason Clark

SDSU Extension

Soil Fertility Specialist
310 Berg Agricultural Hall
P.O.Box 2207A
Brookings, SD 57007
Business: 605-688-4395
Jason.d.clark@sdstate.edu

Sara Bauder

Agronomy Field Specialist
SDSU Extension

1800 E. Spruce St.
Mitchell, SD 57301
Business: 605-995-7378
sara.bauder@sdstate.edu
www.igrow.org

Ruth Beck

Agronomy Field Specialist
SDSU Extension

Pierre Regional Center
412 West Missouri Avenue
Pierre, SD 57501

Business: 605-773-8122
Mobile: 605-280-7917
ruth.beck@sdstate.edu

Gared Shaffer

Weeds Field Specialist
SDSU Extension

13 Second Avenue SE
Aberdeen, SD 57401
Business: 605-626-2870
Mobile: 605-290-6164
gared.shaffer@sdstate.edu
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Krista Ehlert

State Range Specialist

West River Research & Extension
411 N Creek Drive

Rapid City, SD 57703

Business: 605-394-2236
krista.ehlert@sdstate.edu
www.sdstate.edu

Dwayne Beck

Dakota Lakes Research
Center Manager

Dakota Lakes Research Center
PO Box 2

Pierre, SD 57501

Business: 605-224-6357
Mobile: 605-224-6114
beck@dakotalakes.com

David Karki Ph. D.
Agronomy Field Specialist
Watertown Regional Ext.
Center

SDSU Extension

1910 West Kemp Ave
Watertown, SD 57201
Business: 605-882-5140
David.Karki@sdstate.edu




South Dakota State University (SDSU) Extension continued...

Peter Sexton Jimmy Doyle Sandy Smart
Associate Professor Natural Resource Management SDSU Extension
SDSU Department of Plant Field Specialist Rangeland Management
Science Winner Regional Center Specialist
Plant Science 325 S. Monroe Street 219 Animal Science Complex,
Box 2207A P.O.Box 270 Box 2170 Brookings, SD
Brookings, SD 57007 Winner, SD 57580 57007 Business:
Business: 605-688-6179 Business: 605-842-1267 605-688-4017 Mobil:
peter.sexton@sdstate.edu 605-651-0766

Sean Kelly alexander.smart@sdstate.edu
SDSU Southeast-Experiment Range Management Field
Station Specialist
29974 University Road Winner Regional Center
Beresford, SD 57004 325 S. Monroe Street

P.O.Box 270

Winner, SD 57580
Business: 605-842-1267

Mitchell Technical Institute / SD Center for Farm/Ranch Management

Location: 1800 E. Spruce Street
Mitchell, SD 57301
Contact: 800-684-1969

Blaine Carey Lori Tonak Will Walter

Instructor Farm Business Management Farm Business Management
1800 E. Spruce St Instructor Assistant Director/Instructor
Mitchell, SD 57301 1800 E. Spruce St 1800 E. Spruce St

Business: 605-995-7193 Mitchell, SD 57301 Mitchell, SD 57301

Mobile: 605-299-6760 Business: 605-995-7131 Business: 605-995-7191
blaine.carey@mitchelltech.edu Mobil: 605-299-6762 will.walter@mitchelltech.edu

lori.tonak@mitchelltech.edu

Lake Area Technical Institute Jeff York John Brennan

Instructor-Soil Science Instructor-Farm Management
Location: 1201 Arrow Avenue 1201 Arrow Avenue 1201 Arrow Avenue
Watertown, SD 57201 Watertown, SD 57201 Watertown, SD 57201
Contact: 605-882-5284 Business: 605-882-5284 ext 457 Business: 605-882-5284 ext 457

jeffery.york@lakeareatech.edu john.brennan@lakeareatech.edu
Soil Health Partnership South Dakota Corn
Maddy Rabenhorst Jim Ristau, Director of Sustainability
South Dakota/North Dakota Field Manager 4712 South Technopolis Drive
South Dakota Sioux Falls, SD 57106
Contact: 605-421-4090 Contact: 605-730-3474
rabenhorst@ncga.com Office: 605-334-0100

jimr@sdcorn.org
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South Dakota Soil Health Coalition

Through an agreement with the USDA NRCS and
partners, the South Dakota Soil Health Coalition has
hired a staff to help South Dakota Ag producers.

Austin Carlson

Soil Health Technician

105 S Crescent Street

Flandreau, SD 57028-1716

Contact: 605-323-8061
austin.soilhealth@sdconservation.net

Jim Clendenin

Soil Health Specialist

3707 4th Avenue SW

Watertown, SD 57201

Contact: 605-880-1657
jim.soilhealth@sdconservation.net

Baylee Lukonen

Soil Health Technician

1720 4th Street NE

Watertown, SD 57201

Contact: 701-640-8827
baylee.soilhealth@sdconservation.net

South Dakota Grassland Coalition - Through an agreement with the USDA NRCS, the South Dakota
Grassland Coalition has hired a consultant to help ranchers with advancing their conservation plans and grazing system.

Dan Rasmussen

26151 Cedar Butte Road

Belvidere, SD 57521

Contact: 605-837-2722

Mobil: 605-685-5924
dan.rasmussen@sdconservation.net

South Dakota Ducks Unlimited

Gratten Allen
Agronomist

Great Plains Region
1012 East 4th St.
Webster, SD 57274
Contact: 605-590-0732
Gallen@ducks.org

Bruce Toay

Manager of Conservation Programs
Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

P.O.Box 427

Ipswich, SD 57451

Contact: 605-380-0684
btoay@ducks.org
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Randy Meidinger
Regional Biologist
Great Plains Region
34697 107th Street
Long Lake, SD 57457
Contact: 605-380-0380
rmeidinger@ducks.org

Brad Schmidt

Agronomist

Great Plains Region

2301 Research Park Way, Suite 246
Brookings, SD 57006

Contact: 605-592-1277
bschmidt@ducks.org




Pheasants Forever

Matt Morlock
State Coordinator

105 Heather Lane
Brookings, SD 57006

Contact: 605-997-2949

Catherine Beall

Farm Bill Biologist

Location: Webster

Contact: 605-464-4541
cbeall@pheasantsforever.org

Nate Cirillo

Farm Bill Biologist

Location: Parkston

Contact: 262-370-8554
ncirillo@pheasantsforever.org

Eric Flanigan

Farm Bill Biologist

Location: Faulkton

Contact: 605-212-8815
eflanigan@pheasantsforever.org

Issac Full

Farm Bill Biologist

Location: Gettysburg Contact:
817-701-6707

ifull@pheasantsforever.org

Nicholas Goehring

Farm Bill Biologist

Location: Chamberlain Contact:
605-216-4390
ngoehring@pheasantsforever.org

Alisha Grams

Farm Bill Biologist

Location: Woonsocket
Contact: 320-905-3540
agrams@pheasantsforever.org

Derek Hartl

Farm Bill Biologist

Location: Murdo

Contact: 605-209-4003
dhartl@pheasantsforever.org

Emmett Lenihan

Farm Bill Biologist Il

Location: Aberdeen

Contact: 605-216-6281
elenihan@pheasantsforever.org

Eric Magedanz

Sr. Farm Bill Biologist

Location: Watertown

Contact: 605-880-2651
emagedanz@pheasantsforever.org

Joe Mayrose

Farm Bill Biologist

Location: Winner

Contact: 712-541-9190
jmayrose@pheasantsforever.org

Cody Rolfes

Farm Bill Biologist

Location: Flandreau
Contact: 712-260-8653
crolfes@pheasantsforever.org

Thomas Zinter

Farm Bill Biologist

Location: Mound City
Contact: 605-216-0104
tzinter@pheasantsforever.org

Matthew Gottlob

SGI Farm Bill Biologist

Location: Belle Fourche
Contact: 605-421-8821
mgottlob@pheasantsforever.or g

Dan DeBoer

Easement CWB

Location: Sisseton

Contact: 605-380-3298
ddeboer@pheasantsforever.org

Sam Fryman

Easement CWB

Location: Aberdeen

Contact: 605-461-1696
sfryman@pheasantsforever.org

Cortlynn Jung

Easement CWB

Location: Huron
605-252-1482
cjung@pheasantsforever.org

Ben Lardy

Soil Health CWB

Location: Webster

Contact: 605-461-8249
blardy@pheasantsforever.org

South Dakota Farmers Union

Luke Reindl

Soil Health

1410 Dakota Avenue S
Huron, SD 57350
Contact: 605-352-6761
Mobil: 605-350-4220
Ireindl@sdfu.org

Rocky Forman
Soil Health

1410 Dakota Avenue S

Huron, SD 57350

Contact: 605-352-6761

Mobil: 605-350-3421

rforman@sdfu.org

32




USDA NRCS South Dakota Suggested Resources:

« Farmers.Gov - http://www.farmers.gov

« Merit or Myth - http://meritormyth.com

« Resource Concerns of South Dakota - www.sdresourceconcerns.org

« Cover Crops of South Dakota - http://bit.ly/SDCoverCrops

Gettysburg, SD

- Soil Health | NRCS (National Soil Health Information Center) -
http://bit.ly/SHInfo

« Soil Stories | Flickr | NRCS SD - http://bit.ly/SoilStoriesPhotos

« NRCS South Dakota YouTube -
https://www.youtube.com/user/NRCSSouthDakota/featured

- Field Office technical Guide - https://efotg.sc.eqgov.usda.gov

- South Dakota Grazing Exchange: www.sdgrazingexchange.com
(Connecting Crop and Livestock Producers to Improve Soil Health)

Gettysburg, SD

Jason Miller, ierre,
SD & Heidi Rients, NRCS
Mitchell, SD
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Keep ‘em Covered

Soill FACTS: Skin FACTS:

left on the soil in no-till systems

0]
S SO" with Over 20 /O of people
temperatu re fluctuations developing skin cancer during their lifetime.

Skin cancer is the most common cancer,

) and supports soil health*

MELANOMA is the
most dangerous
skin cancer andis much

Micro-organisms will slow down more prevalent in 50
when it is too hot (above 35°C or 95°F). men over the age of .

Less temperature variability inCI’easeS
bacteria & fungi

in the soil.

Melanoma rates in the United States

More stable soil temperature regimes doubled fom 1982 to 201 and have

continued to increase.
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Soll FACTS:

& DESIDUE ON THE
SOIL SURFACE

-

N significantly,
and reduces loss
to evaporation.

Ultraviolet light can damage DNA which
induces mutations in the soil organisms resulting
in the death of the organism or biochemical
changes, for example changes of enzymes and
metabolic pathways. 't

Extreme heat stress

can reduce plant photosynthetic and
transpiration efficiencies and negatively impact
plant root development, which collectively can

negatively impact yield.t

Photochemical degradation will lead to
structural changes to organic molecules making
them more or less easy to be degraded. tt

Some bare soils can reach

140 DEGREES,

: ho_t enough to_
kill soil organisms

&stress the crop
from both heat

& excessive soil :
moisture evaporation:

‘ South Dakota
- ‘ Soil Health Coalition

Skin FACTS:

HIGHER

MELANOMA
rates among

men

may be due in part

rates of
SUN

PROTECTION.

Studies have shown

that every [nch
of brim 1T

REDUCES
t_he risk of

skin cancer

over a lifetime by

10%

So if you
consistently wear
a 4 inch brimmed hat,
you reduce your
LIFETIME RISK

of skin cancer by

407

35

Avera i

SOUTH DAKOTA SOIL HEALTH COALITION

116 N. Euclid Ave. Pierre, SD, 57501
sdsoilhealth@gmail.com | www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org
(605) 280-4190

This material is based upon work supported by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, under agreement
NR186740xxxxGOO1.

* www.farmprogress.com/cotton/daily-temperature-range-factor-soil-health

t cropwatch.unl.edu/2016/impacts-extreme-heat-stress-and-increased-soil-
temperature-plant-growth-and-development

tt Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

** www.sare.org/Learning-Center/Topic-Rooms/Cover-Crops/Ecosystem-
Services-from-Cover-Crops/10-Ways-Cover-Crops-Enhance-Soil-Health



Want to share your knowledge about soil health, cropland or grassland
management, sustainability and agriculture?

Join our mentor network! Mentors can volunteer as little or much of their time and talents.
It's fun to connect with like-minded people. Contact any of the partnering organizations to
let them know what your interest area for improving the health of our soil resource on either
cropland or grassland! The Mentor Network was established through the collective efforts
of the South Dakota Grassland Coalition, South Dakota Soil Health Coalition (SDSHC), South
Dakota Association of Conservation Districts (SDACD), Voices for Soil Health, Earth Team
Volunteers, and the South Dakota USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). ltis
supported by many entities including the South Dakota Grassland Coalition, South Dakota
Soil Health Coalition (SDSHC), South Dakota Association of Conservation Districts (SDACD),
South Dakota No-till Association, and local conservation districts, the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), South Dakota State University (SDSU) Extension,
and the USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS).

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Agricultural Research Service

December 2019 | Photos courtesy USDA NRCS South Dakota and partners.
The USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer and Lender.





