
Healthy Soils Task Force (HSTF) Meeting Minutes  
Wednesday, August 14, 2019 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture 
301 Centennial Mall South, 4th Floor, Lincoln, NE 

Members Present: Jerry Allemann, Rich Bartek, Keith Berns, Bob Bettger, Hannah Birge, Ron 
Bolze, Tim Gragert, Lisa Lunz, Mike McDonald, Julie Slama, Jeff Steffen, Steven Tucker, Ray 
Ward, Steve Wellman, Greg Whitmore 

Member Absent: Charles Shapiro 

Staff and Audience Attending: Steve Roth, Nebr. Dept. of Ag, staff; Jacy Spencer, Nebr. Dept. 
of Ag, staff; Aaron Hird, USDA-NRCS, Nathan Pflueger, Pheasants Forever; Kelsi Wehrman, 
Pheasants Forever; Kristi Block, Nebr. Grain and Feed Assoc.; Dean Edsen, Nebr. Assoc. of 
Resource Districts, Keith Byerly (by phone) 

Meeting was called to order at 1:03 p.m. by Steve Wellman, director, Nebraska Department of 
Agriculture serving as acting chair. Wellman accounted that the meeting was being operated 
under the Open Meetings Act and a copy of the Open Meetings Act was available at his table. 

Wellman announced that a Public Meeting Notice was published in the Lincoln Journal Star on 
August 2, 2019. An affidavit of the notice was available for review. 

The agenda was accepted as previously presented with no changes. 

Wellman, presented a summary of the duties of the HSTF as outlined in LB243, the statute that 
created the task force. 

Aaron Hird, NRCS State Soil Health Specialist gave a presentation on the general principals of 
healthy soils and an overview of the federal conservation programs offered through NRCS. 

Hannah Birge, The Nature Conservancy, HSTF member, presented an overview of the activities 
and objectives of the Soil Health Roundtable (formerly Soil Health Coalition). 

Following discussion regarding the direction of the HSTF, defining healthy soils, and challenges 
facing Nebraska in regards to healthy soils and water quality, the HSTF opened the floor for 
nominations of a chairperson at the suggestion of Slama. 

Birge nominated Keith Berns as Chair, seconded by Slama. After a brief discussion and no 
further nominations, Berns was approved as Chair by voice vote with no objections. 

Following discussion on forming sub-committees, it was a consensus to first conduct research 
to determine what other states across the nation may be currently doing to address the issue of 
healthy soils.  
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Berns made the following assignments for task force members to reach general regions of the 
country to discover what action may be taking place: 
 

• Western Region  (CA, OR, WA, NV, ID, UT, AZ): Tucker and Allemann 
• Northern Plains  (SD, ND, WY, MT): Ron Bolze and Charles Shapiro 
• Southern Plains ( NM, TX, OK, KS, CO, MO): Ward and Lunz 
• Great Lakes (MN, WI, IL, IN,IA,  MI, OH): Bartek and Bettger 
• Chesapeake Bay and North East (PA, NY, DE, MD, WV, VA, New England States): 

Steffan and Whitmore 
• Southeast:  (KY, TN, NC, SC, GA, AL, MS, LA, AR, FL): McDonald and Birge 

 
Berns said that he would follow up with HSTF members with a list of questions or topics to 
consider when conducting research. The goal is to present research summaries at the next 
meeting. 
 
Next Meeting: 
 
Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2019, beginning at 1:00 p.m.  
Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District 
319 E 25th St. 
York, Nebr. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:28 p.m. 
 
 
 


