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NDA AWARDED SPECIALTY CROP BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM FUNDS FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2026 FUNDING CYLCE

LINCOLN — The Specialty Crop Block Grant Program (SCBGP) was designed by the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) to enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops- defined as ‘fruits,
vegetables, dried fruits, horticulture and nursery crops.” Agencies, commissions or departments
responsible for agriculture within any of the 50 States are eligible to apply for the SCBGP.

In 2026, USDA’s SCBGP invested over $1 billion in over 12,400 projects with the goal of increasing
market access, enhancing food safety, developing new crop varieties, mitigating pests and diseases,
increasing knowledge of specialty crops nutrition and improving sustainability and conservation.

For the 2026 funding cycle, the Nebraska Department of Agriculture has received $851,946.25. Below is
a list of the 13 projects that will be funded through this grant.

e Spring and Winter Pea Productivity and Profitability Under Dryland and Western Nebraska
Adding A “Preemptive Strike” to the Battle Against Japanese Beetles

Integrated Management of Herbicide-Resistant Palmer Amaranth and Volunteer Corn in Popcorn:
Research & Extension

Reliable or Risky? Screening Biostimulants for Specialty Crop Transplant Production
Framework for Farm Sustainability

Optimizing NPK to Improve Photosynthesis, Yield, and Profitability of Dry Pea

Kochia Burndown in Confection Sunflower.

High-Yielding Food-Grade Winter Pea Varieties for Dryland Production System in Nebraska
Cowpea Varieties for Dryland Production System in Western Nebraska

Evaluation of Sulfur Supplementation on Terminal Drought Tolerance in Dry Pea
Evaluation of Biopesticides for Seed-Feeding Pests Management in Confection Sunflower
Developing Rust Resistant Sweet Corn Lines

Trade Show for Nebraska Specialty Crop Associations

Learn more about the SCBGP at https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp
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