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COMMUNITY GARDENS ACT 
 
Administration: The Nebraska Department of Agriculture may participate in the last 

section, State Office Building, 301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, 68509.  Telephone:  (402) 471-2341. 

 
Revisions:                              These statutes were revised during the 2017 session of the   
                                               Nebraska Legislature. 
 
Rules:                          No regulations have been promulgated under these statutes. 
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2-301. Act, how cited. 

Sections 2-301 to 2-304 shall be known and may be cited as the Community Gardens Act. 

Source: Laws 2015, LB175, § 11; Laws 2017, LB644, § 1.  
Effective Date: August 24, 2017 
 
2-302. Legislative findings and declarations; legislative intent; purpose of act. 

(1) The Legislature finds and declares that: 

(a) Community gardens provide significant health, educational, and social benefits to the 
general public, especially for those who reside in urban and suburban areas of this state; 

(b) The community garden movement (i) continues to provide low-cost food that is fresh and 
nutritious for those who may be unable to readily afford fresh fruits and vegetables for 
themselves or their families, (ii) promotes public health and healthier individual lifestyles by 
encouraging better eating habits and increased physical activity by growing food, (iii) fosters the 
retention and expansion of open spaces, particularly in urban environments, (iv) enhances urban 
and suburban environmental quality and community beautification, (v) provides inexpensive 
community building activities, recreation, and physical exercise for all age groups, (vi) 
establishes a safe place for community involvement and helps to reduce the incidence of crime, 
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(vii) engenders a closer relationship between urban residents, nature, and the local environment, 
and (viii) fosters green job training and ecological education at all levels; and 

(c) It is the public policy of this state to promote and foster growth in the number of 
community gardens and the acreage of such gardens. 

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature and the purpose of the Community Gardens Act to foster 
growth in the number, size, and scope of community gardens in this state by encouraging state 
agencies, municipalities, and private parties in their efforts to promote community gardens. 

Source: Laws 2015, LB175, § 12.  
 
2-303. Terms, defined. 

For purposes of the Community Gardens Act: 

(1) Community garden means public or private land upon which individuals have the 
opportunity to raise a garden on land which they do not themselves own; 

(2) Garden means a piece or parcel of land appropriate for cultivation of herbs, fruits, 
flowers, nuts, honey, poultry for egg production, maple syrup, ornamental or vegetable plants, 
nursery products, or vegetables; 

(3) Municipality means any county, village, or city or any office or agency of a county, 
village, or city; 

(4) State agency means any department or other agency of the State of Nebraska; 

(5) Use means to avail oneself of or to employ without conveyance of title gardens on vacant 
public land by any individual or organization; and 

(6) Vacant public land means any land owned by the state or another governmental 
subdivision, including a municipality, that is not in use for a public purpose, is otherwise 
unoccupied, idle, or not being actively utilized for a period of at least six months, and is suitable 
for garden use. 

Source: Laws 2015, LB175, § 13.  
 
2-304. Use of vacant public land; conditions; application; response. 

(1) A state agency or municipality having title to vacant public land may permit community 
organizations to use such lands for community garden purposes. Such use of vacant public land 
may be conditioned on the community organization having liability insurance and accepting 
liability for injury or damage resulting from use of the vacant public land for community garden 
purposes. State agencies and municipalities may adopt and promulgate rules, regulations, 
ordinances, or resolutions to establish an application process for a community garden. The 
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applicant may include a request for access to a fire hydrant or other source of water owned or 
operated by the state agency or municipality or by a utility district in order to provide water to 
the community garden. The state agency, municipality, or utility district shall consider whether 
to supply the water to the applicant at a reduced or fixed rate. 

(2) A state agency or municipality which receives an application pursuant to this section shall 
respond to the applicant within sixty days from the date on which the application is received and 
shall make a final determination within one hundred eighty days from such date. 

Source: Laws 2015, LB175, § 14.  
 
2-305. Repealed. Laws 2017, LB644, § 21. 
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